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ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING  
ORDERING WORKSHOPS ON MODELLING ASSUMPTIONS  

AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVES AND REQUIRING  
THE DELIVERY OF PAPER COPIES TO SOME PARTIES 

 
Congratulations to all parties for a very productive prehearing conference 

as part of the meeting in Ramona on September 13, 2006.  As a result of that 

meeting, two items in need of immediate attention rose to the surface.  First is the 

need for active parties to conduct workshops in the next few weeks to accelerate 

the exchange of information on project need and the development of project 

alternatives.  In this ruling, I direct San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) 

to launch such a process.  Second is the difficulty that some parties (especially 

those in remote areas without broadband internet access) are having in 

downloading and using electronic versions of the voluminous documents 

produced by SDG&E.  I will establish a process to identify those parties that need 

to receive paper copies of all documents. 

Workshops 
To begin an early and constructive conversation with active parties, 

including the Independent System Operator (ISO), I direct SDG&E to schedule 
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and hold a conference call this month with all active parties.  SDG&E should use 

the call to set an agenda for a workshop that it will hold in early October.  The 

purpose is to do as follows: 

Project Modeling Assumptions 

1. Enable parties to understand SDG&E and ISO modeling approaches 
and assumptions relating to project need and the development of 
alternatives, and to identify any and all differences between these two 
efforts. 

2. Identify uncontested SDG&E or ISO approaches and modeling 
assumptions that no other parties are contesting. 

3. Identify alternative or updated modeling approaches and assumptions, 
if any, that parties believe would be more reasonable and identify any 
assumptions that require updating.  For example, the analysis of 
SDG&E and the ISO should be consistent with AB 32 and SB 1368 
concerning greenhouse gases, as well as the Governor’s Executive 
Order S-3-05 concerning renewables. 

4. Discuss whether parties can agree on additional SDG&E/ISO model 
runs using alternative modeling approaches and/or alternative or 
updated assumptions. 

Alternatives Studies 

1. Understand the range of alternatives analysis (generation, transmission, 
non-generation) conducted by SDG&E or the ISO. 

2. Discuss the consistency of the SDG&E and the ISO assessments with 
the Energy Commission’s 2005 Integrated Energy Planning Report, and 
with the San Diego Regional Energy Office’s “Energy 2030 – The San 
Diego Regional Energy Strategy.” 

3. Identify other alternatives that parties suggest should be analyzed. 

4. Discuss whether parties can agree on additional alternatives analysis 
that SD&GE or the ISO would undertake. 

5. Discuss SDG&E’s plans to comply with the Assigned Commissioner’s 
directive to identify and describe at least one routing alternative 
entirely outside of Anza-Borrego State Park.  (TR, 161-164.)  To the 
extent that there are additional alternatives outside of the park that 
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SDG&E has described but rejected, the company shall identify and rank 
them in order of preference. 

SDG&E shall conduct the workshop and circulate a draft workshop report 

for participating parties to review and edit.  The parties shall collectively file and 

serve this report prior to the end of October.  The parties should discuss whether 

further workshops would be useful and so inform the Assigned Commissioner 

and Administrative Law Judge.  The Commission’s Energy Division will attend 

the workshop, but not facilitate it. 

In addition, please note Ordering Paragraph 7 in Decision 04-09-060.  That 

decision adopts the Commission’s 10-year energy savings goals.  The cited 

paragraph states:  “In any application or other filing in which PG&E, SCE, 

SDG&E or SoCalGas present projections of supply-side resource needs, pipeline 

or transmission needs, propose new facilities or otherwise utilize projections of 

energy demand, they shall demonstrate that such filings are fully consistent with 

and reflect today’s adopted energy savings goals, or updates to these goals as 

adopted by the Commission.”  At the workshop, SDG&E shall be prepared to 

discuss its compliance with this directive. 

Hard Copy Service 
In light of concerns that parties raised at the prehearing conference about 

limited access to broadband internet in some communities, we want to identify 

all active parties that are unable to rely on electronically-delivered versions of 

documents.  All active parties requiring hard copy service should let me know 

no later than September 25, 2006.  I will compile a list and distribute it to all 

parties.  SDG&E is hereby directed to provide hard copies of its application and 

the Proponent’s Environmental Assessment upon all parties appearing on that 

list that have not already received hard copies.  Thereafter, all parties must serve 
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hard copies of pleadings and testimony on the listed active parties requesting 

such service. 

I note that in lieu of hard copies, it may be possible for parties to share 

information on CD or DVD disks.  Active parties that are willing to accept 

service in this manner should let me know no later than September 25, 2006. 

For the limited purpose of expressing a need for hard copy or CD/DVD 

copies of documents, parties may contact me by e-mail or letter and need not 

serve copies of the communication on other parties.  Telephone calls are not 

acceptable. 

IT IS SO RULED. 

Dated September 21, 2006, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

   /s/  STEVEN WEISSMAN 
  Steven Weissman 

Administrative Law Judge 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

copy of the filed document to be served upon the service list to this proceeding 

by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the copy of the filed document is 

current as of today’s date. 

Dated September 21, 2006, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

         /s/  ELVIRA NIZ 
Elvira Niz 
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